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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To detect a focus with high precision regardless of a 
play of a lens drive mechanism. 

CONSTITUTION: A level of a high frequency component of an image 
signal picked up by an image pickup means 2 through a lens 1 is 
extracted by an AF evaluation detection means 3 and a control 
means 4 controls a lens drive means 5 to reciprocatingly move the 
lens 1 by a prescribed moving amount each so as to maximize the 
level as the AF evaluation value and the lens 1 is subjected to 
mount-climb control up to the focal point When an inversion 
detection means 6 detects inversion of the lens 1, a revision means 
7 adds an additional moving value to the prescribed moving amount 
Furthermore, a focal distance detection means 8 detects a focal 
distance of the lens 1 and an inhibit means 9 inhibits revision of the 
moving amount when the focus is not biased toward the wide range 
end. 
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